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Question: Why does the outcome 
measure matter so much?

Challenges Overcome

Same Intervention

Outcome measure Effect Size

Researcher developed 0.30 SD

Independently developed 0.05 SD

Answer: Item-specific effects (net of 
impact) do not generalize to other 
measures of the same construct that 
use different items

+

Item-level “bias” accounts 68% of the
discrepancy between Researcher 
vs Independent measures

Item-level “bias” accounts 68% of 
discrepancy between Researcher 
vs Independent measures

Reported effects can be driven by 
only a few items

Item-Level Effects

Overall Effect: 0.157 SD; Outlier-Robust Effect: 0.055 SD
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